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Safety team endorses Route 1 overhaul

By Geeen Runicle | Sial Writer SRITLI00D

Transportation commissioner promises quick
actlon to cut accident rate.

EWIMG — \With accides) rates daubbe or ipls the slate
snerags in some spols, thare’s no queston Roubs | is a
dangarus highwany

Bl hitw, with eopen advice from e leem of siale and federal
treraporabon officials, Jack Lettens. state Doapartrom of
Transportation commisalonar, sy I wan'l bé lahg belons
Fuoute 1's Frack recond IS iemad Bnourd.

*Too often, all we hear sboyt Bre plane of ghudieg, Bul what
rasdents roally want sre results.” the commissioner said
Thirscay al the DOTs headguarters in Ewing. a3 b umeiled
praliminary firdings by & new Sefety Imoecs Tesm. “We're e
ey o demcnstrate our commiment 15 identfying problems,
geding them foad and geiting theem fixed soon”

This week, e Safely Impact Team, made up of
represaciatiees from the DOT, Notional Highewy Trafie Salety
Adminsiralion, Fedesal Highway Acministration and Federal
Mgtor Carmar Admingsiration, atong with local kv snforcamiend
oifficiedy, pnolyzes & 10-mia stretch of Routs 1 from Franklin
Comer Road in Lawnsnca o Ridge Rosd in South Bronswick.

Thie group looked et accident dats, conduciad an or-she
inspection and pud togesher & concept repor ianifyng safaty
improvesmants 1o be pull inde prectice rght away.

Thase inddude improving signal Bming for cars and
padeatians, toviewing all directonal signage on the highway,
stcaleraling a schedule for pavement nesuriacing projecis,
esiabEshing & drivar safety parineship with the business
community snd Colaboratng with NJ Tram 1o axsmins bus
sop

s=afety.

A full repan of recommandations i3 sxpasted by Juna 7 &l he
aariiasl

"Bul wa'ne mod goirg o wall until tha final report comes oul ta
&cl,” Commissionar Lettone added. “We'me going o san
immaediately snd probabiy by the end of July s idenlly othes
Wﬁmhhmhhmum%nﬂmm
= .

Sa far, e DOT has icentified 13 highweys. including Routes
1. 206 and 130, aa “sale comiders.” based on e

higher-than-average socident or fatality rates during 2001,

In 2007, thene were 7,329 crashes on the entire length of
Route 1 with 20 fatalties, ond 2,.20% craghes with Seven
Fetalites on FRouls 130, On Rouwte 208, thers wane 2,720 auto
advigents with 16 faialities, sccording o DOT stalistics.

Baing identfied a8 & “wafe comider” ol enly puls & rosdsay
iri B Tor @ team study, Dul aiso maans st i nees b
wilety laginlation i pessed, rafic fnes could e doubled in
tmnlrlu

The legisiation is par of Gov. James E, McGreewey's "Salety
Firat® initiathve, which combinas 520 milion In highwey
improvements cvar the nad Bee years with stricler police
enforamant and enharced driver sducation far all molodists.

The “Satety First™ legisiaton would aliow the DOT 1o doubla
fines in the mosi danporous sections of roads labaled as “safe
corrigions.”

The state Assermbly was axpecisd 1o vols on the legisiation,
A-352T, Thursday. The siele Serale s currently reviewing
compankn lagisialion, 5-2485.

The Safety Imaact Team concect is aupecied to be used a5 a
ratipnwide Moo a8 wsll, T COmMiSSHonar Saig.

"Maw Jersey used to be a loadar in ransportation sfforts,”
Commissionar Lattiars sakd. "Today, we'te renvwenting few
JHH;:'II]IHIII'HIHM1HI:M'IIHWMN
atarl than sefety,”
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Route 1
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